
We are preparing to enter into a significant season in the life of the Church. This Wednesday, March 5, is Ash Wednesday which 
marks the beginning of the season of Lent.  To be honest, when I was growing up, I didn’t pay much attention to Lent.  It was occa-
sionally mentioned in passing at church, and I had a few friends who would “give something up” for Lent.  Maybe you’ve had a 
similar experience.  The fact is, in their desire to reform the Church a few hundred years ago, there were many things that our spir-
itual forebears threw out, not all of which were bad.  I’ve been very excited in recent years about the trend among Baptists to re-
discover and incorporate ancient practices of our faith and to focus more on the rhythms of the church year.   The liturgical (or 
Church) calendar provides us with a way of thinking about and understanding our lives in the context of God’s ongoing redemptive 
story.  The different seasons of the year parallel important moments in Jesus’ life and the life of the early church.  As we move 
through these seasons, we connect our lives to the life of Christ and to our brothers and sisters around the world who are also 
focusing on the same things at the same time. (Check out our website for more info on the Liturgical year).  
 
The 40 days of Lent (not including Sundays) parallels Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness.  It is a time for self-reflection and repent-
ance; for letting go of the things that hinder us and for grabbing hold of those things that will foster new growth and a closer rela-
tionship with Christ and with others.  As Bill Tuck mentioned recently in one of his sermons, each of us goes through “wilderness 
times” in our own lives and the same is true for us as Tomahawk Baptist Church.  It is especially appropriate that we are entering 
into Lent even as TBC is going through its own wilderness time.  It is my prayer that just as the season of Lent ends with celebrating 
the resurrection of Christ, so will TBC’s current time in the wilderness bring about new life, new hope, and a renewed commitment 
to being the people God has called us to be in this place.  For the sake of Christ, Amen!  
 

Grace and peace to you on our shared journey! 
 

Thomas 
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From Your  Associate Pastor 

Missions Teddy Bear Project 

THANK YOU to everyone who brought in stuffed animals to 
donate to the Chippenham Hospital Pediatrics and Emergency 
Room. We collected 152, and will be able to share God’s love 
with the children and families who must visit the hospital this 
spring.  DELIVERY will be Sunday, March 16th, right after wor-
ship.  All families with children and youth are invited to meet 
after church in the parking lot.  Then we will caravan to the 
hospital to deliver all the animals and have a brief tour before 
departing.  For questions, please see Krista Manuel.  Again, 
THANK YOU to everyone who donated stuffed animals! 

Spring Festival and Easter 

Egg Hunt 

Saturday, April 12, 1-3p.m. 

 

 

Volunteers are needed for this 

Community Outreach Event 

 Welcome Table 

 Bounce House (16+) 

 Sweet Treat Cake Walk 

 Games/Crafts 

 Tent (borrow) 

 Set up/Clean up 

 Parking/Traffic 

See Krista for more 

Information and to 

volunteer! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=wXUNHFl-ufIt5M&tbnid=lw3i1yCL89OngM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mycutegraphics.com%2Fgraphics%2Feaster%2Fspring-easter-chick.html&ei=SAsRU9_wI4b80gHmr4DIDg&psig=AFQjCNG


Schedule 

 5:30  Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 
 6:15 Small Group Study: Gospel of Mark 
  Prayer Time 
  Children’s Choirs 
  Youth Choir 
 7:00 Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
  Children’s Mission Groups 

Page 2 Newsletter, March 2014  

Wednesday Nights 

TBC is Looking for a Few Good Cooks 

Wednesday night dinners at Tomahawk give the cook in your 
family a welcome night off, and give all of us the opportunity to 
connect with our church family in a relaxing, informal atmos-
phere. But the only way these dinners can continue in 2014 is if 
we can depend on a steady stream of volunteer groups to plan, 
cook and clean up each week. 

Please consider volunteering. A group of 4 to 6 people is really 
all you need to handle dinner from start to finish. Families, Sun-
day School classes, youth groups or friends can work together.  

Dinner can be as simple as chili, salad, crackers and sliced cake 
or roast chicken, green beans, macaroni and cheese and cook-
ies.  You can ask your team members to bring food from home 
or get together and enjoy the camaraderie of cooking together 
in our well-equipped church kitchen.  

The church covers the cost of ingredients if you purchase them 
through Sam’s Club, Walmart or Costco using the church’s tax-
exempt account. Peggy Todd has put together a detailed in-
struction sheet to guide you through the process, and Clyde 
Cottrell makes sure that the tables are set up and the drinks are 
made each week. 

If you’d be willing to take charge of a dinner, please call Peggy 
Todd at 379-6835. 

Dinners are currently on a week by week basis, depending on 
volunteers.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Our needles are still clicking as we enjoy 
sitting with our group very peacefully, 
exchanging ideas and talking about types 
of yarns and patterns.   

We'd love for you to come and join us; 
either bringing your expertise or letting us teach you if you 
don't know how. 

We're continuing to spread out in our community as we start 
another ministry. We are now making caps and blankets for 
babies, with our Tomahawk Tag, for  St. Francis Medical Cen-
ter.  

If you know of someone you feel should have a shawl, please 
tell your  Deacon or call the office and Jeanette will relay the 
message. 

We still need donations to help us buy yarn, as each person has 
been buying the yarn for whatever piece they make.  You can 
leave your  donation in the church office.      

Nursery Workers Needed! 

Part of our care for children and families includes providing 
childcare during the 11:00 worship for kids who are infants 
through age 4.  We are in need of several more people who 
would be willing to help in this area on a rotating basis.  If you 
have questions or would like to sign up, please contact Crystal 
Rosse or the church office.   

Ash Wednesday Worship 

Wednesday, March 5 at 6:15 

Please join us in the chapel for a multi-
generational, contemplative worship 
experience and the imposition of ashes 
as we enter into the season of Lent.  All 
are welcome! 

Operation Christmas Child 
On Thursday, February 20, a representative 
from Operation Christmas Child came to 
Tomahawk and presented the church with  a 
framed recognition award “In appreciation 
of 10 years of partnership with Operation Christmas Child as 
an official drop-off location”.  Thank you and congratulations 
to the many hands that in turn touched many lives.  

Daylight Savings Time 

It’s almost time to spring forward. Daylight 
Savings Time begins at 2:00a.m Sunday, 

March 9.  
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Children’s Ministry  

Getting Through the Sermon with Kids 

Parents have sometimes asked me how to help kids in worship stay engaged during the sermon time.  I suspect that is the hardest 
part of the service for children everywhere to grow into.  Where else are they asked to sit and listen to a person on the other side 
of the room speak without interruption and often without pictures for – well, however many minutes it actually is, it feels like FOR-
EVER! if you are a child.  I think there are two parts of supporting parents in this endeavor: giving them a vision and giving them 
lots of little tips.   

THE VISION 

In my mind it helps to compare listening to a sermon to learning a sport – say soccer.  In both you have to start playing the game 
before you have mastered it.  Actually you master it by playing it.  The more you practice and play the better you get.  If you are a 
child you are often trying to learn skills almost before your body has the ability to do them (think trying to slam dunk a basketball 
or sit still on a pew with your legs dangling).  But, you keep trying.  Part of the trick is to find ways to enjoy it while you are learning.  
This comparison helps parents think like coaches and children think like players (rather than both thinking like survivors tied in 
mortal combat).   

Once parent and child have decided that listening to a sermon is hard and will take time but is worthwhile, the tips become useful. 

THE TIPS  

 Remember that few adults listen to every single word of a sermon.  Something is said that makes me think about something 
important to me and I follow that for a while then tune back in.  It’s the same with children.  Only the younger they are the less 
often they tune in.  For preachers the trick is to seed a sermon with words and references that will cause the children to tune in for 
a few minutes here and there.  For parents the trick is to notice when the child tuned in and talk about that rather than the times 
she was definitely tuned out.  For children the trick is to pay enough attention to the parts that fly over their heads that they notice 
when something interesting happens.  Nudging parents can help with this.  

 Every week in the car on the way home expect every member of the household to tell one “sermon take away”, i.e. one thing 
to remember from the sermon – and yes a joke or funny story counts.  Children learn through this discipline that they are expected 
to listen – at least a little – rather than just to be quiet.  They also learn that their parents think sermons are important.  (Heads up:  
occasionally a child who wants to talk about something that was not mentioned in the sermon but is important to him and which 
he thought about during the sermon, will raise it as a “sermon take-away.”  Go with him on it.  It may be more important than any-
thing the preacher said this week. 

 Particularly with older children, insist that looking through books be saved for sermon time.  They can participate in all the 
songs and prayers.  During the sermon provide Bible story books that can be read or simply looked at during the sermon.  (Such 
books keep children “in the room” more than their latest mystery or computer game does.) 

 Provide a hard candy (they are called lifesavers for many reasons) to enjoy during the sermon.  They give children something 
to do with the tongue while they sit back and listen. 

 Provide paper and pencils or crayons for sermon art and/or worship journals. 

 Before a scripture that you can easily visualize, ask the children to listen then draw what they hear.  In some cases you can 
leave it general, e.g. draw a picture of the slaves walking to freedom through the sea.  In other cases hone the task, e.g. ask the 
children to draw the faces of Mary and Martha during their spat about who did all the work.  

 At the beginning of the sermon pose a question asking the children to draw a picture of their answer to the question.  Sug-
gest they might listen to the sermon for ideas.  “We are going to be thinking together about using money to help others.  While you 
listen, draw pictures of ways you can use money to help another person.” 

 Early in the service give children a sheet of paper with the words of a prayer or one verse in a hymn that you will sing later in 
the service to decorate or illustrate and then use when singing or praying.  Creation hymns are especially easy candidates for illus-
tration. 

Continued on next page 
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‘UTH’ MISSION WEEKEND – March 15th 

Saturday, 3/15/14, our youth will meet here at the church at 9:00 to begin sprucing up our 
church yard in preparation for the Spring Festival coming in April.  At 11:00 we will re-locate to 
help a church member who is moving.  We will end the day at 2:00 after a great day of giving of 
our time and efforts in the name of Christ.  Sign-up sheet for participants will be on the bulletin 
board next to the K-1st Grade  class near the sanctuary.  Youth will need a bag lunch and 
bottled water.  Questions see Mike Gordon or Darla Skinner. 

March 16th – Youth are invited to meet immediately after church as we head to the Pediatric ER at Chippenham Hospital and deliv-
er all the stuffed animals collected in February.  Bring money for lunch at “The Cookout” and we will finish with dessert at the new 
Krispie Kreme on Midlothian Tnpk.  We will need parent volunteers to help transport youth and should be back to church by 
2:30.  (our afternoon together will be our youth group for 3/16).  Watch for more details on our Sat. & Sunday mission opportuni-
ties!! 

BLESSING EGGS, a neat way to send a message to someone special!!  Write your message to that certain someone on brightly col-
ored paper, fold it gently and place it inside a colored Easter Egg.  Your message will be delivered to SS classes or in the Sanctuary 
on April 13th and 20th.  You can purchase your blessing eggs on March 30th, April 6 and April 13 before Sunday School and after 
church for $1.00 each.  Our youth will be selling eggs in the fellowship hall before SS and in the hall way outside of the choir loft 
after church on these dates.  What a great way to send an Easter message and support our youth ministry here at Tomahawk!! 

Youth on the Go – March 30th – all youth are invited for a movie night at the Waldrop’s house where we will gather for dinner and 
enjoy watching “Facing the Giants.”  Invite a friend for a fun evening together! 

SNACK SUPPERS:  Would you like to spend some time with our awesome TBC youth?  We would love to have some adults other 
than our youth parents help with snack suppers.  If you are interested see Mike Gordon or Darla Skinner. 
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Continued from previous page... 

Encourage children to draw their prayers.  On a sheet of paper they can simply draw and write words of everything they want to 
talk with God about today talking to God as they do.  Their drawings might be in the sections of a scribbled pattern or simply 
splashed all over the page. 

Source:  http://worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.com/ 

“I would like to thank all those 
who have remembered us by 
sending food, flowers and pray-
ers since my illness. You are all 
great.”  
Love Doris and Ed Hamlett 

 
 

“My family and I would like to thank you for all your thoughts, 
prayers and cards that were sent with love and sympathy during 
the loss of my father.” In Christ Love, Wendi Hare 

Special Called Business 
Meeting 

Sunday, March 16. 6:00p.m. 
Mark your calendars and plan to 
be present for this special 
meeting.  The agenda is still 
being finalized and will be pub-
lished in the bulletin and an-
nounced on Sunday, March  9. 
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Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Family of Helen Anderson 
Donna Bright 
Chris Chance 
Marguerite Coates 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
EB Davis 
Frances Gibson 
Doris Hamlett 
Wendi Hare 
Gene Hartman 
Dorothy Holland 
Luther Holloman 
Charles & Gail King 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Harold McCabe 
Family of Lois Ramseur 
Crystal Rosse 
Ruth Spaulding 
Charles Taylor  
Thelma Taylor 

Friends and Family  
David Cronkright (Cottrell) 
Iris Feltcher (Hamlett) 
Brenda Philbin 
Caleb Stoots (Whitlock) 
Curtis & Fran Wilson (Dillard) 
 
Serving in the Military 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 
Jason Hehl – Ft. Belvoire, VA 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Korea  
Mark Redman – Germany 
Jacob Robertson – Ft. Bragg 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq 
Kenny Tarrant  

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if 
you need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

 

Pat Jennings—516-0033 
Astra Thornton—739-3260 

Page 5 Newsletter, March 2014  

Facts & Figures as of February 23, 2014 

Offering               $ 6,633.00  
Other Designated Received  $12,676.08 
Weekly  Required      $  9,370.48   
Received to Date      $68,160.57            
Required to Date       $74,963.84 
 
     Budget     $487,264.98  
 Needed to Match Budget:   $8,643.05  
                Mortgage Debt Early Payoff YTD:    $1,800.80 

 

Anyone making a payment for our Mortgage Debt Early Pay-
off or Partners in Christ, please clearly mark your check and  
offering envelope  so they will be posted correctly.  Thank 
you. 

“Debt Retirement” has been renamed for clarification. 
This amount goes towards the principal of the mortgage 
only. Two payments are made to the bank monthly, one 
for the regular mortgage payment and one for the addi-
tional principal received.  

“Other Designated Received” is any other funds received in 
the office and not included in the Sunday offering totals. (ex: 
Wednesday Night Dinner, Facilities Use, etc.) 

Guys and Dolls 

"Guys and Dolls" brings Brenda French, 
MSN RN, to speak at our program on Mon-
day, March 24, 2014 at 10:30 AM.  Her 
topic will be " How Your Attitude Can Help 
Your Health". 
Ms. French  has worked several years as the Polytrauma Nurse 
educator a McGuire V A Medical Center, and serves as a Nation-
al advocate for veterans and their caregivers. 

 She is the 2013 Educator Role Award Recipient,   given by the 
Association of Rehabilitation Nurses in Chicago.  They recognize 
a nurse who has contributed to the advancement of rehabilita-
tion nursing care through education.  She, also, is a published 
author of a book on the care of a trauma patient. 

We feel very fortunate to have Ms. French.  Everyone is invited 
to hear this program.  As always, their is no charge for the lec-
ture, but if you would like to stay for a homemade lunch, the 
cost is $4.00. L 

Let's Go to Agecroft  ! ! 
"Guys & Dolls" is organizing a trip to the historical Plantation of 
"Agecroft" .  We'd love to include anyone who would like to 
come.  The date is Tuesday, May 27, 2014. 
 

Several wonderful members of our church have agreed to drive 
their own vehicles so all you have to do is be at church by 9:15 
AM,  and we'll go together.  
 

The cost to you is admission price of $8.00,  or $7.00 for Sen-
iors . 
 

We will be making plans for lunch at a local restaurant as soon 
as we know how many people will be going.  We'll each buy our 
own lunch. 
 

A sign up sheet will be on our " Guys & Dolls" bulletin board, or 
you can call the office and your name will be added to the 
list.  Save the day on your calendar early! 

 
 
Our deepest sympathy to Wendi Hare in the loss of her father 
and the families of Helen Anderson and Lois Ramseur in the 

loss of their loved ones.  

Just like the leaves on each shamrock I see,  

There are three parts to the Holy Trinity. 

First is God the Father, 

Then Jesus, His only Son, 

And the Holy Spirit, together as 0ne. 
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Mary Richerson Mann, Senior Pastor 

Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

Crystal Breedlove, Interim Music Director 

Krista Manuel,  Children and Families Ministry 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

 jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 
Church-wide Meeting 

After service 
 
Youth 6:00p.m. 

3 

PSM 10:30a.m. 

FPU 6:45p.m. 

4 5 
Activities begin w/

dinner at 5:30p.m. 
Ash Wednesday 
Service 

6 7 8 

9 
Daylight Saving Time 

Begins 
 
Youth 6:00p.m. 

10 

PSM 10:30a.m 

FPU 6:45p.m. 

11 

Deacon Meeting 
7:00p.m. 

12 
Activities begin at 

6:15p.m. 

13 14 15 

Youth Mission 
Weekend 

16 
Deliver Stuffed Animals 

After service 
Called Business Meeting 
6:00p.m. 

17 

PSM 10:30a.m. 

G&D Planning 10:30a.m. 

FPU 6:45p.m. 

18 19 
Activities begin at 

6:15p.m. 

20 21 22 

23 
 

 
 
Youth 6:00p.m. 

24 

PSM 9:30a.m. 

G&D 10:30a.m. 

FPU 6:45p.m. 

25 26 
Activities begin at 

6:15p.m. 

27 28 29 

30 
Youth on the Go at the 

Waldrop’s house 

31 

PSM 10:30a.m. 

 

    PSM = Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 

G & D = Guys & 
Dolls 
FPU = Financial 

Peace University 
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